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land. His handling of the finances of the country had been marked
by conspicuous ability, and his sympathy had made him popular
with all classes of people. Before he retired, he was presented with
an address adopted at a public meeting of the European and Indian
inhabitants of Bombay, held in the Framji Cowasji Institute on
27 August 1883. In moving the adoption of the address, Pheroze-
shah discoursed in characteristic fashion on a variety of topics, and
indulged in pleasant gibes at the omniscience of the "heaven-born
service." Referring to the services rendered to the country by the
Viceroy and the Finance Member, he said:
There are people who are struck most powerfully by the
material strength of England and measure its greatness thereby. I
for one see more cause for wonder and admiration at its being
able to produce such men as Lord Ripon and Major Baring. It is
impossible not to be amazed at the rare combination of intel-
lectual grasp and wide moral sympathies which have enabled
them to seize the essential conditions of unfamiliar Indian pro-
blems with a wonderful quickness of perception and sagacity of
insight. This is all the more remarkable, when we observe how
much the average Anglo-Indian civilian, after his long residence
in this country, falls short in this respect.
Major Baring, the speaker continued, was an administrator of a
somewhat rare type, altogether different from the so-called friends
and fathers of the people, with whom they had become familiar. He
had taught them dependence on themselves. At the end of his
speech, Pherozeshah paid a graceful compliment to his English
fellow-citizens for the support they had given to the scheme of local
self-government for the inception of which Major Baring had been
not a little responsible. It was a matter of congratulation that "that
scheme has secured a kindly reception at the hands of the European
mercantile community of Bombay, who, ever since the days of James
Forbes, have always maintained excellent relations with the natives
among whom they have lived and worked."
The eternal question of the Civil Service regulations demands a
brief notice in this review of Lord Ripon's administration. During